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Cultural Anthropology - III. PERCEPTIONS OF THE BODY 

Cultures also vary in terms of whether people consider the body to be a bound physical unit, with 

healing focused on the body alone, or connected to a wider social context, in which case healing 

addresses the body within the wider social sphere. Variations in the definition of a living body 

versus a dead body are also prominent worldwide. Different organs may be seen as critical. 

 In modern culture, the body is still seen as an object to manipulate, dissect, and probe.  

 For the last two centuries, cultural and medical practices have been trying to integrate 

mind and body relations in the understanding and care of the human body.  

 Ancient religion and philosophy recognized the connection between the mind and body 

were literally ignored in Western culture. 

 Body Symbolism stems from semiotic constructs of specific cultures 

 At the present day, to understand why so much attention is paid to the appearance of the 

body, it is necessary that the historical study of body symbolism and its language precede 

the systematic analysis of contemporary treatises on the body.  
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